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of the grove. The plumage is very much more grey than in any 
European specimens I have seen, but not more so than in some 
from the Atlas. 


Strix FLAMMEA, L. I met with the White Owl during my 
first visit; but we did not add it to our list on this expedition. 
There can be no doubt, however, of its being by no means un- 
common, as it is well known to the Arabs of Jericho, and also 
near the Lake of Galilee, under the name of ‘ Boomeh abiad,’ 
« White Owl.” 

N.B. In my article “ On the Birds of Palestine” (Ibis, 1859, 
p. 26), I mentioned Micronisus gabar as observed, but not ob- 
tained. This should probably be cancelled, as we never met with 
it during this expedition. 

The list I have given is quite sufficient to show how strictly 
the Raptorial fauna of Palestine is, as I remarked at the outset, 
of the Mediterranean type, and how very few of the Indian 
species have succeeded in planting themselves far to the west- 
ward. Enough, however, has been found to show that we are 
here beginning to impinge on the Indian region. 

[To be continued.] 


XXIV.—A Seventh additional List of Birds from Natal. 
By J. H. Gurney, M.P., F.Z.S. 


In the Former Series of the ‘ Ibis’ I have enumerated two hun- 
dred and forty-eight species of birds collected in the Colony of 
Natal, and, with very few exceptions, sent to me from thence 
by my indefatigable correspondent, Mr. Thomas Ayres. 

I have now the pleasure of continuing this list by the addition 
of thirty-five species not previously enumerated. 

Of these the following, viz. Nos. 252, 253, 274, and 279, 
were obtained beyond the north-eastern boundary of the colony, 
at the mouth of the Monocusi River. I have, however, thought 
this locality to be sufficiently within the range of the Natal 
district to justify me in including these species in the pre- 
sent list. 
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As on former occasions, I have appended to each species the 
note which Mr. Ayres has sent me with it; and in the case of 
some species I have also introduced a few remarks of my own, 
which are distinguished from those of Mr. Ayres by brackets 
and my own initials. 


249. CYPSELUS CAFER, Licht. White-Rumped Swift. 

Male. Iris dusky; bill black ; toes dusky. 

I have not seen these Swifts on the coast, neither have I seen 
them inland during the winter months; but numbers were flying 
about Maritzburg in December, and I should have collected 
more had I not been prevented by illness from moving at all; 
their flight is not nearly so rapid as that of the Black Swift; 
the two species were flying in numbers together, so I had a fair 
opportunity of noticing both. 

[The “ Black Swift” referred to in the above paragraph, is 
the species referred to by me in the ‘ Ibis’ (1863, p. 321) as 
identical with Cypselus apus. I have subsequently entertained 
doubts as to this identity, and I await further examples to enable 
me to compare a larger number of specimens from Natal with 
those obtained in England.—J. H. G.] 


250. COTYLE FULIGULA, Licht. Brown Martin. 

Male. Iris dark brown; bill black ; tarsi and feet brown. 

These Martins are found here all through the year, but are 
not much seen during the summer months, as they then retire 
amongst the precipices to breed, dispersing themselves all over 
the country in the winter; their flight is comparatively heavy 
and slow; they are seldom seen in numbers. 


251. HIRUNDO ALBIGULA, Bp. White-throated Swallow. 

Male and Female. Iris dusky; bill black; tarsi and feet 
dusky. 

These pretty Swallows are not nearly so common as the Sum- 
mer-Swallow (H. rustica) ; they appear to arrive at the same time 
as the latter bird, and to leave with them, and the two species 
are frequently seen hunting in company ; their flight is, however, 
I think, more rapid. The tawny appearance of the breasts of 
the specimens sent is, I believe, merely caused by their having 
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constantly perched on a horizontal iron bar which supported 
the chimney of a house, and was passed through the roof. 


252. MELITTOPHAGUS BULLOCKOIDES, Smith. Greater South 
African Bee-eater. 
From the Monocusi River. Iris, bill, tarsi, and feet black. 


258. HALCYON SENEGALENSIS, Linn. Senegal Kingfisher. 

These birds were collected to the north-east of Natal, at the 
mouth of the Monocusi River. The irides of this Halcyon are 
dusky; the tarsi and feet black. In the bill the upper mandi- 
ble is red, and the lower black. 


254, HALCYON sENEGALOIDES, Smith. Mangrove-King- 
fisher. 

Male. Iris dark brown; bill deep red; tarsi and feet dark 
reddish yellow. 

In the Female the bill is dusky towards the tip, and the plu- 
mage duller. 

These birds, as far as I know, are only found among the man- 
groves which line the bay; they feed principally upon small 
crabs, though fish are sometimes taken by them. They are 
generally found singly or in pairs, and are only here during the 
winter months, leaving us on the approach of summer; they 
are rather shy birds, and dive into the dense mangrove-bush 
when alarmed. 


255. Upupa minor, Shaw. 

Male and Female. Iris dusky brown ; bill dusky, pale at the 
base ; tarsi and feet dusky brown. The female is smaller than 
the male. 

These birds are very scarce in Natal; when found they are 
generally solitary, only very occasionally a pair are together. I 
know little or nothing of their habits from personal observa- 
tion; they often feed on the ground, and are very shy generally. 


256. SYLVIETTA MICRURA, Rüpp. Short-tailed Creeper. 

Female. Shot by Mr. Norris whilst it was creeping about 
in some dense underwood. Very uncommon here. 

[The collections formed in Damara Land by Mr. Andersson 
contained several examples of this curious species.—J. H. G.] 
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257. ÅPALIS THORACICA (Shaw). Bar-throated Warbler. 

Male and Female. The irides are of a very pale greenish yel- 
low; the bill is black, ashy towards the tip ; the tarsi and feet pale. 

These birds are generally seen in the thick bush, creeping 
about the stems and boughs of trees and shrubs in search of 
small insects on which they tive; they are generally solitary, or 
In pairs, and very silent; their flight is weak. They build a 
very delicate nest; it is hung to a few fine twigs, in rather a 
horizontal position ; the outer layer is composed of mosses, lich- 
ens, cobwebs, and very fine pieces of grass, lined with thistle- 
down; the nest is deep and open at the top, and is somewhat 
the shape of those built by some of the Sun-birds; the eggs” 
are elliptical in form, bluish-white, spotted pretty equally with 
brownish red, some of the spots being fainter than others. 


258. CALAMOHERPE ARUNDINACEA (Gmel.)? Lesser Reed- 
Warbler. 

Male. Iris light brown; bill, upper mandible dusky, the 
under yellowish pale; tarsi and feet yellowish ash-colour. 

These birds frequent the sedgy pools and streams inland; 
they appear to be tolerably numerous ; their habits are active, 
their notes loud and not unmusical. The specimen sent I shot 
in December; I did not notice any last winter (July) when 
I was shooting in the same locality, but still I think they must 
have been somewhere in the neighbourhood. 

[Dr. Hartlaub considers the specimen sent to be specifically 
identical with C. arundinacea, though he remarks that the wings 
are “rather shorter, and the tail rather more rounded.” When 
additional specimens have been obtained from Natal, the exami- 
nation of such specimens will show whether the shorter prima- 
ries which characterize the present specimen form a constant 
character ; should such prove the case, I should certainly con- 
sider the Natal bird to be a distinct species.—J. H. G.] 


259. CAMAROPTERA OLIVACEA, Sundev. Olivaceous Cama- 
roptera. i 

Two of the specimens sent are uncertain as to sex, the third 
is a female. The irides are light reddish brown ; the bill is 
black; the tarsi and feet pale, darker on the outer sides. 
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The Caffres call this bird “Imboos Ischlaty” (signifying 


“‘bush-goat”’), from its curious notes when it sees an object of 
suspicion or dislike, which much resemble the bleating of a kid 
at a distance, although the tiny bird may be within a few feet 
of the listener, hopping and creeping about the dense under- 
wood, and peering through the crevices at its supposed enemy ; 
the tail is then carried erect, like that of the English Wren, and 
the bird in almost constant motion; it has also a loud and oft- 
repeated “ chucking” note, which it uses as a call to its mate 
during the breeding months. Its food consists entirely of small 
insects. 


260. PHYLLOPNEUSTE TROCHILUs (Linn.). British Willow 
Warbler. 

Female. This was also killed by Mr. Norris ; it was perched 
on the top of a high tree. - l 

[This species has also been obtained by Mr. Andersson in 
Damara Land.—J. H. G.] 


26]. ZostERopPs CAPENSIS, Sundev. Cape Zosterops. 

Male. 

[Mr. Ayres does not make any remark as to the habits of this 
species.—J. H. G.] 


262. Muscicapa apusta, Bp. Cinereous Flycatcher. 

Male and Female. The irides are very dark hazel; the bill 
black ; tarsi and feet dusky. 

The sexes of these Flycatchers are very similar in size and 
plumage. They are solitary in their habits, and fond of station- 
ing themselves on the bough of some tree, from thence darting 
upon the small insects which fly around them. They also feed 
upon seeds and berries in an equal degree ; and this cannot pos- 
sibly be for want of more congenial food, for insects of all kinds 
abound throughout the year in Natal, although far more nume- 
rous in the hot months. 


263. BuraLis CÆRULESCENS, Hartl., sp. nov. Ashy Fly- 
catcher. 
Male and Female. Irides very dark brown ; the upper mandi- 
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ble of the bill is black, the under mandible ash-colour; tarsi 

and feet dusky. 

The sexes are similar in plumage. In habits they much 
resemble Parus niger. I have at present only seen one family 
of them, seven or eight in number, two of which I shot; they 
were actively hunting about some low bushes, evidently in search 
of insects. 

[Dr. Hartlaub informs me that this is a species hitherto un- 
described. He has named it as above, and has favoured me 
with the following diagnosis of it :— 

“ Totus cinereo-cerulescens, subtus multo pallidior, gula con- 
spicue albida; cauda nigricante; remigibus nigricantibus 
dorsi colore graciliter marginatis, intus margine albican- 
tibus ; subocularibus albis ; pedibus et rostro nigris; man- 
dibula dimidio basali pallida. 

“Tong. 5; rostr. a fr. An al. 2% eand AaS 


8"? —J. H. G.] 

264, MELEZNORNIS ATER, Sundev. Black Flycatcher. 

Female. Iris very dark brown ; bill, tarsi, and feet black. 

This bird evidently (by the appearance of the skin on the 
breast) had a nest somewhere in the neighbourhood, though I 
was unable to discover it, being far from home, and with the 
evening approaching. In appearance, when perched on the tree, 
it much resembles the Black Caterpillar-catcher (Campephaga 
nigra). 

265. Enneoctonus COLLURIO (Linn.). Red-backed Shrike. 

This bird in habits and movements much resembles Lanius 
collaris; it is solitary and generally perched on some low bush ; 
it frequently flies to the ground to pick up an insect, but I do 
not think it impales its prey ; it is tolerably abundant the whole 
year round. 

The irides are dark hazel; the bill ash-colour, ight at the 
base, and nearly black at the tip; tarsi and feet dusky. 

[The example sent (a male) appears identical with British 
specimens. —J. H. G.] 

266. ORIOLUS GALBULA, Linn. Golden Oriole. 


This was shot and skinned by Mr. Norris, a friend of mine. 
I have never yet met with one; it is extremely scarce here. 


from the Colony of Natal. 269 


[I am indebted to Dr. Hartlaub for the identification of this 
specimen, an immature male.—J. H. G.] 


267. EUPLECTES SUNDEVALLI, Bp. Sundevall’s Bishop-bird. 

These beautiful birds are not at all common in Natal; they 
are generally found in small families; they frequent the reedy 
banks of some of the rivers on the coast, and often attack the 
crops of oats in the ear; the bright plumage is only assumed 
during the summer months. Of their habits I know little or 
nothing. 


268. Eup.ecres capensis (Linn.). Yellow-backed Bishop- 
bird. 

Male in winter plumage. Irides dusky ; bill pale dusky ; tarsi 
and feet light brown. 

-These birds frequent more particularly the hills fifteen or 
twenty miles inland. In summer the males have a good deal 
of glossy black about them. They are found in small families 
in the open fields, and feed principally on grass seeds. 


269. BUSERINUS SULPHURATUS (Linn.). Sulphureous Finch. 

Female. Iris dusky hazel; bill, upper mandible dusky yellow, 
the under palish yellow; tarsi and feet dusky. 

These birds are tolerably common ; they feed upon the hard 
nutty seeds of small berries, common to many of the shrubs in 
Natal; the shell they appear easily to break, and then devour 
the kernel. 


270. EstreLpa NITIDULA, Hartl., sp.nov. Little Spotted- 
bodied Finch. 

Sex uncertain. Shot by Mr. Norris. 

This is a very scarce bird here; of its habits I know nothing. 

[Dr. Hartlaub informs me that this is a species hitherto un- 
described. He has named it as above, and has been so good as 
to furnish me with the following specific description, viz. :— 


“ Olivaceo-virescens, uropygio et supracaudalibus flavo-viren- 
tibus, macula anteoculari abindeque circa mandibule basin 
ducta fulvo-aurantia ; subalaribus olivaceo et albido variis, 
abdomine maculis rotundatis albis nigro circumdatis pulchre 
guttato, cauda et alis olivaceis, rostro nigro, pedibus plum- 
beis. 

plone. o! 2!" + rostr. $2!" al, 1' 9"; ornak i" 2/3 tars. 607 
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Dr. Hartlaub considers the specimen sent to bea female, and 
adds, “ I think that I have seen the male amongst other novelties 
sent by Governor Nagtglas from the Gold-Coast to the Leyden 
Collection.” —J. H. G.] 


271. Gina cavensis (Linn.). Long-tailed Cape Dove. 

Female. Iris dusky brown; bill dusky, nearly black; tarsi 
and feet dark pink. 

This I killed in January 1864; it is one of the scarcest birds 
here, and I have seen but three since my arrival in Natal some 
thirteen or fourteen years ago. This is the first I have shot ; 
it was busily engaged in our garden, picking up, with extra- 
ordinary swiftness, some small grass seeds from the ground. 
The flight is even, and the beat of the wings extremely rapid. 
It is, as far as I know, the smallest of our Doves. The tail 
seemed to have a decided tendency to divide, or fork. 


272. CADICNEMUS SENEGALENSIS, Swainson. Senegal 
Thicknee. 

Male and Female. Iris light yellow; eye very large; bill 
black, with the exception of a patch over each nostril and the 
base of the lower mandible, which parts are yellow. 

These birds are gregarious, and found amongst the mangroves 
at the head of the bay. In June and July they appear to be 
most plentiful, and are not to be found in the summer; they 
are very shy, and run out of sight amongst the low trees with 
great swiftness, and are on the whole difficult to get; I believe 
they feed at night. 

The female is in size similar to, and in plumage rather duller 
than, the male; the bill is also darker or brownish at the tip. 
They are very good eating, if not too old. 

[The bill of this species is longer and more developed than 
the bill of Œ. crepitans and most other species of the genus, 
showing an affinity to the allied littoral genera of Æsacus and 
Dromas which corresponds with the habitat of the bird, as in- 
dicated by Mr. Ayres in the above paragraph.—J. H. G.] 


273. DRoMAS ARDEOLA, Swainson. Salt’s Dromas. 
Male. Iris dusky; eye small; bill black; thighs, tarsi, and 
feet light bluish ash. 
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This is the only specimen of the kind I have seen; I killed it 
early one morning on the sea-shore; in appearance it much re- 
sembled a Long-legged Plover, and took wing immediately on 
my appearance, so that I had no time to notice its movements. 


274. SqUATAROLA HELVETICA (Linn.). Grey Plover. 
Female. From the Monocusi River. Bill, tarsi, and feet 
black. 


275. HopLoprerus aRMATUS (Burch.). Black and White 
Spur-wing Plover. 

Female. Uris very dark hazel; bill black; tarsi and feet 
dusky ash-colour. 

These Plovers are plentiful in our bay during the winter, but 
I believe are not here in summer. They congregate in large 
flocks and are very shy, but they are also frequently found soli- 
tary. They feed on the mud banks, when the tide recedes, to- 
gether with the Herons, Sandpipers, &c.; their flight 1s very 
rapid, and they run with considerable swiftness. 


276. ANGIALITES TRICOLLARIS (Vieill.), Three-collared Ring- 
Dotterel. 

Female. Tris very light dusky brown; bill dusky, pink or red 
at the base; eyelids crimson ; tarsi and feet dusky pale. 

These pretty little Plovers are by no means common ; they are 
mostly found on the muddy banks of creeks, amongst the man- 
groves, either singly or in pairs; at first sight they might easily 
be mistaken for Water-Wagtails, their movements and appear- 
ance being very similar; their flight is rapid ; they feed on small 
marine insects, and swallow a very fair share of pebbles to aid 
digestion. 


277. BUTORIDES ATRICAPILLA (Afzel.). Little Green-winged 
Heron. 

Male and Female. Irides light yellow; bill, upper mandible 
dusky; lower greenish yellow, with dusky margins; tarsi and 
feet dusky on the upper surfaces, yellow on the under. 

These birds are scarce, and appear to be very solitary in habits ; 
they are found generally amongst the mangroves, either perched 
on some low bough or on the mud, and always in the shade, 
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evidently preferring the darkness to light; if put up they invari- 
ably fly but a short distance and alight again in the shade, mostly 
at the foot of some low-spreading tree or under the bank of 
some creek. 


278. NYCTICORAX GRISEUS (Linn.). European Night-Heron. 

Irides pinkish or brick-dust colour; tarsi and feet light 
yellow. 

These Herons are exceedingly scarce here; when found they 
are always amongst the dense mangroves and stationary; when 
disturbed they almost invariably alight again at a short distance, 
getting more and more wary each time they are put up. 

The specimen sent was shot by my brother in June 1863. 
They feed, I believe, at night. 


279. FALCINELLUS IGNEUS (Gmelin). Glossy Ibis. 

Female. Iris dark ; bill and legs black. From the Monocusi 
River. 

Frequents the mud banks of the river. 


280. NumeEnius pH«opus (Linn.). Whimbrel. 

Female. Iris dusky; bill dusky, the under mandible pale at 
the base; tarsi and feet bluish ash-colour. These birds are not 
nearly so plentiful as the Curlews (Numenius arquatus), though 
they always feed and associate with them, and it is not always 
easy to pick them out from the flight ; their habits are, I think, 
the same as the larger species. 


281. TRINGA MINUTA, Leisler. Little Stint. 

Male. Iris dusky; bill, tarsi, and feet black. These may be 
found feeding at low water amongst the mud and weeds in the 
bay. They are gregarious, and are, I think, only found here in 
winter. 

[This species has also been obtained by Mr. Andersson at 
Walvisch Bay.—J. H. G.] 


282. CALIDRIS ARENARIA (Linn.). Sanderling. 

Female. Iris dusky; bill black ; tarsi and feet black. 

These pretty Sandpipers are found on the sea-beach ; they are 
gregarious, and run about with great activity when feeding, 
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following the waves as they retire, and obtaining their food on 
the very edge of the water. Their flight is very rapid. 
[The specimens sent are in full winter dress—J. H. G.] 


283. OrtYGoMETRA PYGMÆA (Vieill.). Baillon’s Crake. 

Male. Iris brownish red; bill bright green, dusky on the 
ridge; tarsi and feet ashy-green. 

This pretty little Crake I have only found in the vicinity of 
Maritzburg; it inhabits the swamps and rushy pools, creeping 

amongst the weeds and grass on the edges in search of food ; 
when disturbed it flies but a few yards, and drops suddenly into 
the weed almost before the gun can be got to the shoulder, and 
is, therefore, not very easy to shoot; the early morning is the 
best time to look for these birds. 

[This species has also been obtained in Damara Land by Mr. 
Andersson.—J. H. G.] 


The following remarks apply to species which have been 
already enumerated in the previous lists of Natal birds. 


TELEPHONUS ERYTHROPTERUS (Shaw). Tchagra Shrike. (No. 
87, Ibis, 1860, p. 211.) 

Male and Female. Irides dusky hazel; the bill black ; the tarsi 
and feet light ash-colour.. 

This Shrike frequents the dense underwood and jungle, 
occasionally it is found in more detached bushes; its flight is 
weak, and it therefore trusts most to hiding for safety in the 
matted coverts; its notes are harsh; the food consists, I 
believe, entirely of insects; during its short flight the tail is 
frequently expanded, which gives the bird rather a showy 
appearance. 


Dryma@ca CURVIROSTRIS, Sundev. Curve-billed Drymeeca. 
(No. 195, Ibis, 1863, p. 323.) 

Male. Iris light brown; bill black, the under mandible 
being ash-colour towards the tip; tarsi and feet pale; total 
length 64 inches. The gape and mouth are black. 

Female. Tarsi same colour as in the male, but more slender ; 
bill, the upper mandible dusky, the under pale; the gape, 
mouth, and tongue pale; size smaller than the male. 

N.S.—VOL. I. U 
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[Both in this species and in D. natalensis the male bird con- 
siderably exceeds the female in size; these two species appear 
to belong to a somewhat distinct group from the smaller and 
less robustly-formed species of the genus Drymeca.—J. H. G.] 


DryM@ca LEVAILLANTI, Smith. Le Vaillant’s Drymeeca. 
(No. 197, Ibis, 1863, p. 324.) 

Male. Iris light brown; bill, upper mandible nearly black, 
under mandible pinkish-ash ; tarsi and feet pale; the female is 
smaller in size, and the tarsi, feet, and irides are lighter in 
colour. Some of the notes of the pair sent were very loud, and 
exactly resembled those of Juida phenicoptera, so much so, that 
I was astonished to hear, as I thought, one of the latter birds 
calling from the midst of a rushy swamp without a single tree 
in the vicinity. 


Cisticoia AYRESI, Hartl. Ayres’s Cisticole. (No. 200, Ibis, 
1863, p. 325, pl. viii. fig. 2.) 
Male and Female. Bills very finely serrated. 


FRANCOLINUS LEVAILLANTI, Temm. Le Vaillant’s Francolin. 
(No. 241, Ibis, 1864, p. 354.) m 

Male. Iris hazel; bill dusky, yellow at base; tarsi and feet 
dull yellow. The female is very similar in plumage, but the 
spurs are wanting; they feed very much upon bulbous roots, 
which they scratch up, break to pieces, and devour; they are 
much esteemed both for sport and for the table; but the flesh 
of all our Francolins is, I think, dryer and of less flavour than 
that of the common English Partridge. 


GERONTICUS HAGEDASH (Lath.). Caffer Ibis. (No. 48, Ibis, 
1859, p. 248.) 

Female. Iris very dark brown, with a narrow outer ring nearly 
white; bill black; ridge towards the base crimson; tarsi and 
feet dull red. 

These birds are seldom solitary, generally occurring in small 
families of from four to ten or twelve. When feeding they 
much frequent the dense bush, and though usually very wary, 
will sometimes allow one to walk right in amongst them before 
they rise, which they then do all together, and with such a din 
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as quite to startle even a person accustomed to such things. 
Beetles and insects form their food almost entirely. They are 
also fond of hunting in old mealy-gardens, and on the tops of 
high hills and amongst stones and rocks, where they find food 
in abundance. Their notes are loud and harsh, and may easily 
be heard at the distance of a mile or more in still weather. At the 
earliest break of day they leave their roosting-places, generally 
in high trees overhanging water, and return again as the sun 
is setting, or a little after, when they are easily shot, as the 
same birds always return to the same tree every evening; and 
the sportsman being hidden beneath, he easily loads his game- 
bag with them as they straggle home from their day’s labour. 
These fine birds are now becoming very scarce, in consequence 
of their habits being so regular and so well known. They are 
very good eating when properly cooked. Their nest is built on 
a bough overhanging the water; it consists of coarse sticks 
lined with a little fine grass; the concavity is just sufficient 
to prevent the eggs, four in number, from rolling out; year 
after year the same pair, if undisturbed, build in the same tree. 


THRESCIORNIS THIOPICUS (Lath.). Sacred Ibis. (No. 117, 
Ibis, 1860, p. 219.) 

Female. Iris blackish brown, with an outer ring of dark 
crimson ; bill, tarsi and feet, and bare skin of the neck black. 

These [bises are only here during the winter months, and then 
they are moulting, so that it is very difficult to get a specimen in 
anything like decent plumage; besides that, they are extremely 
shy and wary, tough to kill, and frequent such localities as 
almost invariably to fall in the mud, which ruins the delicate 
whiteness of the plumage; they are gregarious, and may often 
be seen feeding with the Egrets and Herons on the shrimps, 
small fish, and crabs which abound in the little streamlets and 
mud at low water at the head of the bay. The White Herons 
and Sacred Ibis are absent during the summer; no doubt they 
then resort to their breeding-haunts. 


MYCTERIA SENEGALENSIS (Shaw). Saddle-bill Jabiru. (No, 
173, Ibis, 1862, p. 34.) 
[In a former paper above quoted, Mr, Ayres describes a 
u2 
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female specimen of this Jabiru as having the iris of a “ bright 
yellow.” It would seem that this colouring of the iris is pecu- 
liar to the female bird. 

The menagerie of the Zoological Society of London now con- 
tains an adult pair of Saddle-bill Jabirus, and also an adult 
pair of Indian Jabirus (Mycteria australis). 

In each of these pairs of birds the larger individual, which 
Mr. Bartlett (to whom I am indebted for this observation) con- 
siders, and no doubt correctly, to be the male, has the iris of a 
very dark and deep brown; whilst the smaller bird of each pair, 
which Mr. Bartlett believes to be the female, has the iris of a 
clear straw-yellow.—J. H. G.] 


XXV.—WNotes on some of the Birds inhabiting the Southern Ocean.* 
By Captain F. W. Hurron, 23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 
F.G.S., Deputy-Assistant Quartermaster General at Dublin. 


Tux notes that I have the honour to read to the Society this 
evening are compiled from personal observations made during 
seven voyages round the Cape of Good Hope, at various times 
of the year, and from information obtained from my friend Mr. 
Richard Harris, R.N., who was engineer on board Her Majesty’s 
ship ‘ Adventure’ in 1857, in which ship I made my last voy- 
age. Mr. Harris sailed from London early in June 1882, with 
a sealing-party, and arrived at the Prince Edward Islands, in 
the Southern Ocean, in September. He stopped there until the 
following January, when they left for Kerguelen’s Land, or 
Desolation, as the sealers callit. They reached this latter place 
at the end of January; and on the 16th of March, while they 
were on shore engaged in taking seals, their ship was wrecked, 
and they remained on the island until the 6th of December, 
when they made the bold experiment of sailing in a boat, built 
from the remains of their ship, for Tasmania, and happily 
reached Macquarie Harbour in safety after a voyage of six 
weeks. While Mr. Harris was on these little-known islands he 
made many careful observations of the habits of the birds that 


* Read before the Natural History Society of Dublin, March 3, 1865. 


